
Do you ask your students to recognize where their skills will be in demand within the arts?

Do your students have internship opportunities?

Do your students have opportunities for paid work related to their fields of study prior to graduation?

Do your degree requirements include experiential learning?

Can faculty and staff help students with application materials targeting arts sector jobs?

Can faculty and staff help students with application materials for non arts jobs?

Do faculty use their professional networks to support students?

Do you have programs to recruit underrepresented minority (URM) students?

Notes and Reflection:
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Do you ask your students to recognize where their skills will be in demand beyond the arts?

Are interdisciplinary skills or experiences, within or beyond the arts, integrated into your 
degree requirements?

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Higher Education Institutions as Arts & Cultural Anchors

RAPID ASSESSMENT TOOL

Emerging Artists and Workforce Development



Do you have programs to support and retain URM students?

Are there structures for connecting arts alumni and current students?

Are there programs to recruit URM arts faculty?

Are there programs to support and retain URM arts faculty?

Are there professional development opportunities designed specifically for arts faculty?

Does the university have internal research/creative activity funding programs designed for artists?

Are there programs that support interdisciplinary faculty partnerships in teaching or in research that 
include artists?

Are the arts part of the university’s strategic plan?

Notes and Reflection:
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Are arts faculty salaries at or above CUPA averages?

Are promotion and tenure policies attentive to and respectful of artistic work products?

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Advancement of Faculty as Professional Artists at and Beyond the University

University Facilities/Bricks and Mortar Anchoring

Are there enough arts venues on your campus?

Yes No Unsure



Do arts facilities meet industry standards for safety?

Do faculty artists have discipline-appropriate creative space on campus?

Are there enough maker spaces on your campus?

Are maker spaces well equipped with tools and technology?

Can community artists access your spaces to make art as well as consume it?

Do you have public art on your campus?

Is your university part of or near an arts and cultural district?

Notes and Reflection:
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Are the sizes of campus arts venues appropriate to your needs?

Do arts facilities have current industry standard technology?

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Social Innovation and Community Impact

Do your students have exposure to arts as social practice?

Do your students have service learning opportunities where they utilize their artistic skills?

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure



Are there internal funding programs to support faculty in community-based work?

Do faculty and community groups partner on grants and other funding opportunities?

Do you make campus arts programming affordable for community members who might not be able 
to access it otherwise?

Do you take campus arts programming to community groups who might not be able to access it 
otherwise?

Does your university’s office of technology transfer have services specifically tailored to artists?

Do faculty, students, or alumni work in the local non-profit arts sector?

Do faculty, students, or alumni work in the local commercial arts sector?

Notes and Reflection:
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Do your students have service learning opportunities that include a social justice component?

Do promotion and tenure policies recognize community-based work?

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Have faculty, students, or alumni founded local arts entities?

Does the university measure the economic impact of its arts activities in the city?

Yes No Unsure

Yes No Unsure

Entrepreneurship and Economic Impact



Notes and Reflection:

5 of 5

Does the city count the university’s artistic activities in its assessment of local arts economic impacts?

Yes No Unsure

Entrepreneurship and Economic Impact (continued)


